Realizing Realty EEE

Key preparations prior to
return to Canada
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For those who have visited or lived in Canada, cannot forget the beautiful scenery,
fresh air and comfortable living environment of Canada? Lately, many Canadian
Chinese who have returned back to Hong Kong for work or business opportunities in
early years have once again raised "secondary flow back". They intend to return to
Canada again. If you are going to live in Canada again, let us share the experience &
preparation that might help.
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1 Customs Clearance
A

As long as you have left Canada for 1 year or more,
you are required to clear the customs and declare
the entry. The simple approach is to find a
forwarding company that is associated with
Canada and arrange forwarding for home items,
including furniture, electrical appliances, toys,
clothing, etc., and let them assist you in filling
out all the forms for declaration. Normally,
Immigration & Custom will confirm with you on
your delivered personal belongings & goods upon
entering into Canada. The related forwarding
company will deliver your belongings & goods to
the designated customs office ( near airport ) for a
simple checking procedure. They will then deliver
the goods to your home accordingly.
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Non-Tax Resident resuming to Tax Resident
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We believe that majority of those who have left
Canada for a longer period of time have declared
as Non-Resident for tax purpose. As long as they
do not receive any Canadian benefits during the
period, such as child benefit & pensions etc., they
do not have to pay taxes to the government. When

Canadian citizens return, they will automatically
become a Resident without actually arranging any
procedures. The Canadian philosophy is simple.
You can enjoy Canada's benefits upon you return
and start to pay taxes again. However, professional
accountants usually remind you that it is always
the best to transfer your current assets back to
Canada within 1 year, which can easily be proven
that the asset was acquired during the period of
non-residents.
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Driver’s License
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Most provinces in Canada use a progressive
licensing system that slowly shifts drivers from the
learning stage to independent driving.

The types of private car license include: a
beginner's license (G1) through a written test, an
internship driver's license through a basic road test
(G2), and a full driver's license (G) through a
highway test. It usually takes 2 years to complete all
stages, and the person applying for a license must
be 16 years of age or older.
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Driver’s license holders are normally required to
renew their license every 5 years and needs to
take a photo again. How about those with expired
license? You can renew your license at any time
within 12 months of expiration. If license expired
for more than 1-3 years, a vision test is required. In
the case of expiration of more than 3 to 10 years, in
addition to the visual test, it is necessary to
re-take the written test & road test again (right
upon your application of renewal). If license
expired for more than 10 years, you will be
counted as a new applicant and must schedule all
the appointments!
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Health Care Card
BEEREF

In Canada, most health care services are funded
by the government. That means government pays
all or part of your health care costs. Services
include: seeing family doctors, specialists and
most basic & emergency medical care services.

In Ontario, as long as you leave more than 212
days in a year, you will need to re-apply for OHIP (
Health Card). You can apply for it immediately
after you return, and you do not need to pay for
the application, but it will be effective after 3
months. So, it is recommended to buy a 3-months
travel medical insurance at your origin city prior to
your return. If you are sick or injured, you can
claim medical expenses accordingly.
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You will need to apply in person at the nearest
Service Ontario Centre. Application form can be
retrieved from the Centre or downloaded online.
Simply provide original documents to determine
your identity & prove that you live in Ontario and
meet immigration conditions. Please note that not
every Service Ontario can apply for OHIP again.
You need to search for Service Ontario with Full
Suite of Health Card Services!

In BC, as long as you have been away for more
than 7 months (212 days) in a year, you must
re-join the Medical Services Plan (MSP) and apply
for the BC Service Card. You need to apply at the
ICBC Driver Licensing Office in person, and you do
not need to pay for the application as well.
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Finding a family doctor
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Finding a family doctor is important! Despite
providing medical consultation & treatments,
family doctor will also hold a full set of records for
your health, allergy and hidden illness etc. They
will also refer you to professional specialist (when
needed ) with medical records. But don't get it
wrong that your previous family doctor will still
serve you after you come back. After your long
absence from the province, you will be treated as a
new patient. Many doctors are so busy & fully
occupied with patients and do not accept any new
patients at all. You might have to look for a Walk-in
clinic when you are sick.

So how do you find a family doctor? For Ontario,
simply visit Health Care Connect . You can find clinic
accepting new patients through this website. For
BC, visit HealthLink BC.
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Searching for school
(Primary and secondary school)

SEFHEBR (PMB)

Finding a primary or secondary school for your
kids, simply contact District School Board or the
Catholic District School Board in your designated
city. Some education institutions will conduct an
English and mathematics assessment test to
determine whether your kids have the need to
attend ESL (English as Second Language) and to
arrange relevant syllabus. School Board will then
inform the results and arrange the nearest
primary or secondary schools accordingly. Hence,
selecting a residence with good school zone will
be a key factor to most parents.
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Banking Services
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Banking service in Canada is quite different to
Hong Kong, apart from interest rate, there are
different servicing fee for different account types &
levels. It is necessary to clearly understand your
needs before deciding which type of "package" of
account you really consumed. In addition, good
credit history is very important in Canada. If you
leave Canada for a while, you will find that your
credit history is gone and you have to re-establish
it. Therefore, itis smart to apply for a credit card as
soon as possible after returning and rebuild your
credit record again.

In addition, if you want to manage your bank
accounts in both Canada & Hong Kong, it is best to
find a global bank e.g. HSBC's Premier account can
directly connect to local accounts through online
banking and eliminating remittance cost &
miscellaneous expenses etc.

FS—EAXRE2ARBRERE F BB Z M
ERNRITHRE > BAEERPEEHEER
SRFBERFHARDBIRAK  BRT R
WHTHEE)E?&EJE_ ?ETHE’JH&Z%IEE » B
Oom M1££€) E% bu‘%‘k%ﬂ%ﬁ%ﬂﬁ%%%
RE  GEBAMEXTF —BREE > BRERER
EELHREIBT  EEIEYL - TUERE
BRYERHRBEERF EREELHR  BEE
BEEFEA-

AN INREBE B bR IR T RERF RIS
B ERAEET AR XMt E@EAVIRIT - W
EZIETH Premier FO - aJLAEBR4 HIEEL
Eg@%ﬁ%iﬂzﬂ’ﬂﬂﬁﬁ  BANERAEN - IF[E
MER!




Realizing Realty EEE#T

Arranging residence prior to your move
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Hong Kong people returning & settle down in
Canada has gradually become a trend. A new
chapter of life has started again. They might have
to re-establish their careers or business and kids
have to start new classes. Although income
earned might not be as high as in Hong Kong, but,
families have more precious time to share
together, kids love studying than in Hong Kong &
higher quality of life has proven that returning to
Canadais such a convincing & correct choice.

Buying units of off-plan projects priorto returnisa
smart arrangement. First of all, find a reliable
agent in Hong Kong, then select your preferred
district, school zone and designated unit type. The
advantage of buying an off-plan project is that you
only need to pay 20% of deposit (under several
phases) of the purchase price and wait for the
completion ( hopefully upon your return), by
which unit has been completed and ready to live
in. Having your own residence right upon arrival,
you can avoid disturbing local friends and
relatives. It is also very likely to enjoy the
appreciation of property prices and exchange
rate. Planning ahead always bring you a new life
with peace of mind!
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